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CAREER DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE

This event is all about showing the positive impact you and your chapter are making in your 
community. This is your chance to highlight how you’ve come together to lead meaningful change 
and contribute to a brighter future!

Let’s Break it Down:
Your chapter will choose one community service project from this school year to feature in your 
submission. Share the story of your project by showcasing your goals, the roles each participant 
played, and the impact it had on your community. This is about recognizing how your actions have 
created positive change!

The Big Idea:
Your written entry should cover the following:

Project Focus: 
Choose a single community service project that represents your chapter’s commitment to service.

Participant Roles: Describe how each person contributed to making the project a success.
Purpose and Impact: Explain the goal of your project and how it benefited your community.
Community Benefit: Reflect on the positive impact your project has made for others.

Formatting Requirements:
Use Times New Roman, 12-point font, double-spaced, with 1” margins. Your project write-up should 
be 300-500 words.

Photos: 
Include 5 photos that clearly show the scope and impact of your project, all in a single PDF 
document.

Submission Details: Submit as a PDF file by the appropriate deadline.

Shine Bright:
This is your chapter’s moment to showcase how your service project is building a brighter future for 
your community. Let’s celebrate the difference you’re

COMMUNITY SERVICE



48 JAG KY CDC Competition Handbook

CAREER DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE
COMMUNITY SERVICE

46 2025 Competitive Events Handbook

1. Formatting 
and Layout

Poorly formatted and 
cluttered. Lacks clear 
headings and organization.

Somewhat organized but 
could benefit from better 
formatting and structure.

Well-organized with clear 
sections, headings, and 
bullet points.

Exceptionally well-formatted, 
clean, and easy to navigate.

 

2. Contact 
Information

Missing or incomplete 
contact information

Includes basic contact 
information but may have 
some errors.

Complete and accurate 
contact information, 
including phone, and email.

Contact information is 
perfectly presented and 
error-free.

3. Objective 
Statement
 

Missing or poorly written 
objective statement that 
lacks focus.

Objective statement is 
present but vague or not 
well-aligned with the job.

Clear and well-focused 
objective statement that 
aligns with the job applied 
for.

Exceptionally well-crafted 
objective statement that 
precisely matches the job’s 
requirements.

4. Education Lacks information about 
education or includes errors.

Provides some information 
about education but lacks 
detail.

Clearly presents educational 
history, including school 
names, graduation dates, and 
GPAs (if applicable).

Exceptionally detailed and 
accurate presentation of 
educational history, including 
relevant coursework or 
achievements.

5. Work 
Experience

Missing or minimal work 
experience details.

Includes basic work 
experience but lacks depth 
and relevant details.

Clearly outlines work 
experience with specific 
job titles, dates, and 
responsibilities.

Exceptionally detailed work 
experience, highlighting 
accomplishments and skills 
gained.

Criteria Fair
0-2

Average
3-5

Good
6-8

Excellent
9-10

Judge 
Score
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Name: Section: Division:

Judge:

Time In: Time Out:

Judge Signature:

Poor
0-1

Fair
2-4

Average
5-6

Good
7-8

Excellent
9-10

Judge 
Score

1. Title Page Title page missing 
one or more 
required content

N/A N/A N/A Title page includes ALL 
required content: title, 
school, address, student 
preparers, submission 
date, word count, # of 
participants, CS hours, 
and 3 JAG competencies

2. Clarity of 
Purpose

Project purpose is 
not stated in essay.

Project purpose 
is not clearly 
communicated

Project purpose is 
apparent but not 
fully in essay

Project purpose is 
clearly stated

Project purpose is clearly 
revealed and well-
structured

3. Effectiveness 
and Impact of 
Project

Project 
effectiveness and 
impact barely 
included

Does not provide 
any impact or 
effectiveness of 
project

Mentions project 
and briefly explains 
its effectiveness and 
impact

Mentions 
effectiveness 
and offers insight 
to impact on 
community

Demonstrates command 
and effectiveness of 
project throughout essay.

4. Clear Focus 
and Point of View

Essay lacks focus 
with no compelling 
evidence

Evidence is 
provided but not 
compelling or 
engaging

Essay evidence is 
weak; it has a few 
compelling points

Essay is 
compelling, but 
lacks evidence

Essay is focused and 
provides compelling 
evidence

5. Photos Photos not 
submitted..

3-5 photos of poor 
quality submitted 
with essay in PDF

5 photos of decent 
quality submitted 
with essay in PDF

5 photos of good 
quality submitted 
with essay in PDF

5 photos of excellent 
quality submitted with 
essay in PDF

6. Organization Essay has little to 
no organization

Attempted to 
organize essay, but 
significant problems 
distracting reader.

Some of organization 
is correct, but 
a couple major 
problems are 
distracting

Most of 
organization is 
appropriate; a 
few minor tweaks 
needed for flow

Essay includes organized 
introduction, body, and 
concluding paragraph.

7. Spelling & 
Grammar

7 or more spelling 
or grammatical 
errors

5-6 spelling or 
grammatical errors

3-4 spelling or 
grammatical errors

1-2 spelling or 
grammatical errors

No spelling or 
grammatical errors

Notes:

Total Score
Out of 70 points


